
Twelve Southwestern 
O k l a h o m a  S t a t e 

University co-eds will compete for the title of 
Miss SWOSU at this year’s competition, Saturday, 
January 14, at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center on the 
Weatherford campus. 

Tickets are available from any of the candidates 
as well as the SWOSU Public Relations/Marketing 
Office in Administration Building 205. Tickets are 
$10 for the public and $5 for individuals with an 
SWOSU I.D. card. All tickets at the door will be $15. 

There are six candidates ages 13-18 competing 
Saturday night for the Miss SWOSU’s Outstanding 
Teen title, and twelve college students ages 19-24 
vying for the title of Miss SWOSU following the 
Teen Pagent at 7pm.

A full roster for the competing co-eds can be found 
on page 7.
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Miss SWOSU Organizer

Miss SWOSU Pageant 
Begins January 14, 7pm

Heston Wright / WW
The Chick-Fil-A Food Truck served its first round of customers on Monday, January 2. Their 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was hosted in-town on Eads Ave. (next to the I-40 Exit 81).



Debra Lee (Goucher) 
Nicholson was born May 
15, 1959, in Clinton, 
Oklahoma.  She  was 
the loving daughter of 
Ernest Lee Goucher and 
Audrey Mae (Hutton) 
Goucher. Debbie entered 
h e r  e t e r n a l  h o m e , 
Tuesday,  January 3 , 
2023, surrounded by those she loved.

Raised in Clinton, Debbie attended Clinton Public 
Schools, then transferred to Arapaho where she 
graduated in 1977. She continued her education 
at Southwestern Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma, receiving a degree in 
marketing. 

She spent her early life as an employee and 
then became the co-owner of Pepsi Cola Bottling 
Company of Clinton.

On October 5, 1990, she married Mark Nicholson, 
and they began their life together. During Levi and 
Baily’s youth, the family drove endless miles to 
American Quarter Horse shows, baseball games, 
and equestrian meets. 

As a family they experienced the best of times 
through the windshield of a Chevy, always returning 
to their home in Arapaho.

The most important things in Debbie’s life 
were her family, faith, and friends. She enjoyed 
Southern Gospel music, quilting, animals, painting, 
scrapbooking, bird watching, interior designing, 
and gardening. She was a world-famous cook 
and an award-winning chocolatier. If you truly 
knew Debbie, then you know she was an extreme 
organizer.

Above all, her favorite thing was being called 
Granny. She loved spending all the time she could 
with her six grandchildren doing activities like 
moon-watching, baking, crafting, picnicking, 
watching movies, and having sleepovers.

Debbie’s hope was built on nothing less than 
Jesus’ blood and righteousness. Her faith was never 
shaken during this past season of her life because 
she accepted and knew Jesus as her personal Lord 
and Savior.  

She was a loyal and faithful member of the 
Stafford Missionary Baptist Church, where her love 
will forever shine through the beautiful stained glass 
windows she crafted.

Debbie was preceded in death by her parents Lee 
and Audrey Goucher and grandson Remington Lee 
Kauk.

She is survived by her husband Mark of the home; 
son Levi Nicholson and wife Sara; daughter Baily 
Kauk and husband Clay; six grandchildren: Audrey, 
Hutton, Harper, Maverick, Asher, and Hazel, all of 
Arapaho, Oklahoma; Father and Mother-in-love 
Buck and Doris Nicholson of Clinton, Oklahoma. 

She is also survived by her four-legged friend 
Simon Peter, as well as numerous other family and 
friends.

The family suggests memorial contributions be 
sent to Spreading the WORD Ministry, PO Box 244, 
Clinton, OK 73601.

I s a a c  C r a w f o r d 
w a s  b o r n  A u g u s t 
31, 1953, to Claude 
Preston Crawford and 
Joy Rebecca (Jantz) 
Crawford in French 
Camp, CA, and passed 
away Tuesday, January 
3, 2023, in his rural 
Custer City home.

Isaac was raised in Manteca, CA, where he 
graduated high school in 1972. He moved to 
Oklahoma to farm and settled in the Custer City 
area in 1975. He worked for various farmers in 
the area and was working for Harry Jantz when 
he met the love of his life, the farmer’s daughter, 
Cheryle Jantz. They were married on July 17, 1976, 
in Custer City, OK.

He continued to farm but also was employed with 
the Kellwood Factory, Morton Buildings, and the 
United Super Market in Clinton and Weatherford. 
He later began a career with Texas Oil and Gas, 
later named One OK, and retired with them in 2016.

He was a member of the Baptist Church, the 
Masonic Lodge, and the Custer County Cattlemen’s 
Association. He also served as Boy Scout Master.

Isaac was preceded in death by his parents, 
parents-in-law Harry and Louise Jantz, and sisters-
in-law Regina Crawford and Diane Jantz.

He is survived by his wife Cheryle of the home; 
two sons: Jason Crawford and wife Jennifer of 
Mannford, OK, and Erik Crawford and wife Amber 
of Hinton, OK; four brothers: Roger Crawford and 
Wife Betty of Stockton, CA; Fred Crawford and 
wife Pam of Tucson, AZ; Mike Crawford of New 
Castle, OK; and David Crawford and wife Lorraine 
of Medford, OR. 

He is also survived by five grandchildren: 
Gabriel Crawford, Brooklynn Crawford, Dakota 
Crawford, Payton Crawford, and Alexis Crawford.

Memorial contributions can be made to Custer 
City Masonic Lodge #258, PO Box 82, Custer 
City, OK, 73639
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Kent Allen Hamburger 
was born November 24, 
1963, in Roswell, New 
Mexico, to Dale Leroy 
and Neta Kay (Cochran) 
Hamburger and passed 
a w a y  We d n e s d a y , 
December 14, 2022, at 
Integris Hospice House 
in Oklahoma City, at the 
age of 59 years and 20 days. 

Kent was raised and attended school in Kaw City 
and Ponca City and graduated from Ponca City 
High School.  After high school, he enlisted in the 
Army, serving in 3 combat tours, Desert Storm and 
Iraqi Freedom.  Kent went on to earn an Associate 
Degree in welding.  He settled on the family farm 
in Weatherford.  Kent specialized in tank welding, 
traveling all over the country.  He worked at WW 
Steel until he retired in 2008.  Kent was a member 
of the Boiler Makers Union and VFW Post 6142.

Kent was preceded in death by his father Dale 
Hamburger; mother Neta Kay Cochran; and 
daughter Brenda Jo Hamburger.

He is survived by his brother Keith L. Hamburger; 
stepmother Eileen Hamburger; step-sisters Debbie 
and Stephanie; step-brother Mike; and numerous 
cousins that loved him dearly.  

Kent Hamburger

Naida  Jean  Meyer 
was born October 22, 
1930, to John Barton 
and Josie Pearl (Krows) 
Cathey and passed away 
Monday, January 2, 2023, 
at Brookdale Assisted 
Living in Weatherford, 
at the age of 92 years, 2 
months and 10 days. 

Naida was raised in the Vici area, where she 
graduated from Richmond Rural High School in 
1948. On March 28, 1948, she married Maurice 
Gerold Meyer in Woodward and made their home 
in the Vici area. In 1968, they settled in Weatherford 
where she worked at Security State Bank, United 
Community Bank, and BancFirst before retiring in 
1994. While the boys were growing up, she was Cub 
Scout Den Leader. Naida enjoyed going to the lake, 
traveling to south Texas in the winter and Colorado 
in the summer, and spending time with family and 
friends.

Naida was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband; son Chuck; and brothers Darrell and 
Duane. 

She is survived by her son Rick Meyer and 
wife Sheila of Woodward; daughter-in-law Robin 
Meyer of Weatherford; sister Eula Farmer of 
Oklahoma City; sister-in-law Jan Cathey of White 
Deer, TX; seven grandchildren; and twelve great-
grandchildren.

Naida Meyer

Mary Lou CliftDebra Nicholson

Jerry McKevitt

Isaac Crawford
Gerald Patrick “Jerry” 

McKev i t t  was  bo rn 
August  26,  1942,  in 
Dallas, TX, to Edwin 
P a t r i c k  a n d  E s t h e r 
(Condon) McKevitt and 
passed away Wednesday, 
December 28, 2022, at 
the Oklahoma Heart 
Hospi ta l  –  North in 
Oklahoma City, at the age of 80 years, 4 months 
and 2 days. 

Jerry was raised in Oakcliffe, and as a teen, they 
moved to Dallas.  He graduated from Thomas 
Jefferson High School in Dallas.  After graduation, 
he enlisted in the Air Force.  On February 21, 1970, 
Jerry married Rebecca Jane Bridges in Dallas. 
Jerry later worked for Emery Worldwide for over 
30 years before retiring in 2000.  They moved to 
Weatherford in 2017 to be near their son, Brian, 
and his family.  Jerry enjoyed tinkering with cars 
and small engines, walking and being outdoors, and 
going to garage sales.  Memorials may be made to 
St. Eugene Catholic Church.

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents; wife; 
sister, Donna; brother-in-law, Jan; nephew, Jim; and 
sister-in-law, Barbara. 

He is survived by his son Brian McKevitt and 
wife Courtney of Weatherford; sister Suzanne; three 
grandchildren: Mackenzie, Kynlee, and Rhett; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Mary Lou (Howe) 
Snider-Clift was born 
June 16, 1933, to Jennie 
(Parrish) and Fred Howe 
in Clinton, OK, and passed 
away Tuesday, January 3, 
2023, in the River Valley 
Nursing Home in Clinton.

Mary Lou was raised on 
the farm east of Clinton 
and attended Red Rock Country School for five years. 
She continued her Junior High and High School Years 
in Clinton attending Wilson Jr. High School and Clinton 
High School. She married Mr. Dean Snider in 1949 and 
to this union two daughters and a son was born. She 
always had so much love and pride for her children and 
often said, “I was so young, I just grew up with the kids”.

She lived on the farm but moved into Clinton and 
worked various jobs. She wanted to return to school, 
she applied and was accepted into nursing school. She 
received her Practical Nursing License in 1973. She 
moved to Shattuck, OK, where she nursed at the Newman 
Memorial Hospital, known as “The Little Mayo Clinic 
of the Northwest,” for almost 18 years. She moved 
back to Clinton and continued her nursing career at 
the Clinton Regional Hospital. She loved nursing and 
found it to be quite rewarding. She was honored to be 
the recipient of the “Florence Nightingale Award” for the 
high achievement of her work in 1992.

She made Butler, OK, her home in 1996 and soon 
met and married Don Clift in 1999. She continued to 
work at the Clinton hospital. She loved country life and 
felt that she had returned to her roots, as she helped on 
the farm with the cattle and other numerous chores of 
farming and ranching. She had a special love for all 
animals, raising all the little orphan calves on the bottle 
and rescuing any stray dog or cat that came along. She 
had a passion for dogs. During her childhood, she brought 
home every stray dog to be given away. Until her dad 
said, “No More!”

She was preceded in death by her husband, Don Clift, 
in 2016. She continued to help with the cattle but still 
found time to garden and worked at having a pretty yard.

She is preceded in death by her parents; husband; 
brothers Bill and Charles; and sister Marjorie.

She is survived by three children: DeAnne Shelton 
and husband, Sam of Butler, OK; Connie Armstrong 
and husband David of Sunset, TX; and Larry Snider and 
wife Patricia; two brothers: Olan Howe and wife Phyllis; 
and Nolan Howe, both of Missouri; sister Betty Bonny 
of Clinton; six grandchildren: Gregg Kauk of Arapaho; 
Eric Shelton and wife Lora of Thomas, OK; Angela 
Gittins of Yukon, OK; Tracy McCullough and husband 
Gene; Chris Kauk and wife Michelle; and Kristi Glance 
and husband Neil, all of Clinton; 18 great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great-grandchildren.

Amanda  Ka th l een 
(Eaton) Veal was born June 
1, 1977, to Tony Lee Eaton 
and Kathleen (Bowman) in 
Pomona, CA, and passed 
away Tuesday, January 3, 
2023, in the Weatherford 
Regional Hospital in 
Weatherford, OK.

Amanda was raised in 
Riverside, California where she started her schooling. 
When she was 15 years old the family moved to Custer 
City, OK where she graduated high school in 1995.

She received her Certified Nurses Aid Certificate and 
worked in various nursing homes. She also worked in 
fast-food restaurants. She loved to cook, collect Knick 
knacks, fish, and watch television.

She is preceded in death by her dad and her stepson 
Ryan Weeks.

She is survived by her husband Joseph Weeks of the 
home, three daughters: Katelynn Caler and wife Ocean 
Bone of Weatherford; Peyton Veal of Elk City, OK; and 
Jessica Veal of Weatherford, OK; mother Kathy York of 
Wagner, OK; brother Jason Lee Eaton and wife Megan 
of Wagner, OK; three grandchildren: Isidro Ruiz, Braylee 
Ruiz, and Atticus Reyes; niece Serenity Eaton; and 
nephew Gage Eaton.

Amanda Veal

Joella Denise Poauty 
passed away Tuesday, 
January 3, 2023, in Yukon.

Joella was raised in 
Thomas, OK, where she 
graduated from high 
school in 1986. She 
received her Certified 
Nurses Aid Certificate and 
worked in several nursing 
home facilities as well as working in food service.

She was a member of the OK Kiowa Tribe. She 
enjoyed going to the Casino and listening to Pow 
Wow Music.

She is preceded in death by both of her parents.
She is survived by her companion Joe Yelloweagle; 

daughter Shayla Cully; and two sons: Kylan Cully 
and Skylar Cully, all from Yukon, OK; sisters: Danell 
Rivers, and Latisha Gibson and husband Calvin 
of OKC; and brothers: J.W. Whitetail and wife 
Keri of Guthrie, OK; Perry Fraser and wife Ann of 
Weatherford, OK; and Mike Poauty of Lexington, OK.

Joella Poauty
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 I suppose all of us have heroes; 
those who have suffered bravely 
or who stood tall in the midst of 
criticism and personal loss.  George 
Washington Carver,  William 
Wilberforce, Corrie Ten Boom, and 
Joni Eareckson Tada are just a few 
that have inspired and encouraged 
me at times and convicted me of 
my feeble efforts as well.  But 
in the field of missions there is 

one individual who, for me, stands out among 
many who have labored fearlessly and with deep 
devotion for the sake of Christ. 

Hudson Taylor was a missionary innovator and 
founder of the China Inland Mission in the mid 
19th century.  Much to the dismay of his fellow 
missionaries, he chose to dress in Chinese clothing 

that included wearing his hair in a long pigtail. He 
felt it would give him acceptance among those he 
was trying to reach. His methods often brought 
criticism from his friends and fellow workers.  His 
faith in God to provide for his needs is legendary.

Unselfish to a fault, on one occasion he found 
himself broke just two weeks before his wedding. 
He had given everything away to 60 or 70 victims 
of the famine.  He gave his fiancé permission to 
withdraw from the commitment if she wished.  Her 
parents had died when she was a child so she replied, 
“Don’t forget that I was an orphan in a faraway 
land.  God has been my Father all these years. Do 
you think I shall be afraid to trust Him now?” Their 
relationship was full of love and affection. 

Their ministry, although successful in many ways 
was not without its problems. In 1867 their fifth 
child died of hydrocephalus.   A few weeks later, 
he wrote his mother in England, “I know not how 
to write.  Our dear little Gracie! How we miss her! 
As I take the walks I used to take with her tripping 
by my side, the thought comes anew like a throb of 
agony, is it possible that I shall never more feel the 
pressure of that little hand, and yet, she is far holier, 
far happier than she could ever have been here.” 

But the tragic death seemed to unify the mission 
effort as those who had been critics rallied around 
the young couple.

Later after moving inland to the city of Yankchow, 
they faced mobs and riots that caused them to flee 
for their lives on one occasion.  Often Hudson would 
become depressed to the point of considering suicide 
but his wife was his source of strength.  Then the 
ultimate loss, his dear wife, Marie, who had borne 
eight children in twelve years, died of Tuberculosis.  
Later he married a dear friend who loved and cared 
for the children and enabled him to be absent for 
months at a time, visiting and encouraging the 
outlying mission posts. 

Hudson died at the age of 73, having founded the 
China Inland Mission which utilized the services of 
825 missionaries.  On one occasion he said, “God 
chose me because I was weak enough. God does not 
do his great work by large committees. He trains 
somebody to be quiet enough, little enough, and 
then God uses him.” Do yourself a favor by going 
to your public or church library and read the story 
of this great man of faith. 

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com or 580-302-
1142
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T h e  M a s o n i c 
Fraternity of Oklahoma 

is once again partnering with the South Western 
Oklahoma Development Authority (SWODA) 
Area Agency on Aging (AAA), along with other 
Area Agencies on Aging across the state, to assist 
with funding direct services for people 55 years of 
age and older in need of some type assistance not 
otherwise provided by other agencies.

Some of the types of services include dentures 
and/or dental work, minor home repairs, wheelchair 
ramps and heaters and/or heater repairs. 

There is an application and funds will be used 
on a first come, first served basis until they are all 
utilized. Funding for each type of service will be 
limited. Those who have desperate or unique needs 
should file an application because those situations 
are considered on a case-by-case basis. Assistance 
will be available once per person every three years.

The SWODA Aging Services Information 
Assistant receives calls daily from older people 
and/or their caregivers with needs, and many are 

told nothing is available to help. This Masonic 
funding enables AAA staff to assist many callers 
with resources not available previously. 

This funding “will not only help Oklahoma’s 
older population but will also relieve some of the 
stress placed on caregivers whose older relatives 
are continually turned down because of the lack of 
resources for needed help,” said Anita Martinez, 
SWODA director of Aging Services.

Counties covered by the SWODA AAA are 
Beckham, Custer, Greer, Harmon, Jackson, Kiowa, 
Roger Mills and Washita. The SWODA AAA has 
in-depth working knowledge of current government 
programs that are available to older Oklahomans, 
as well as knowledge of the existence of service 
gaps or non-covered needs of Oklahoma’s older 
citizens.

To learn more about this and other available 
services, call the SWODA AAA Information and 
Assistance Specialist, Joanie Swanson at 1-800-
627-4882, ext. 126 or call the statewide toll  free 
Senior Info Line at 1-800-211-2116.

Joanie Swanson 
SWODA Info Specialist

Masonic Fraternity of Oklahoma 
Now Providing for Unique Services



LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS

Sponsored by:

CUSTER COUNTY / HL - The Custer Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners met as the Board of 
Trustees of the Custer County Law Enforcement 
Center and reviewed repairs paid for by the trust. 
District 2 Commissioner Bruce Walker highlighted 
the roof repairs and a grease trap repair. The pay-
ment for roof repairs was made at approximate-
ly $420,000 and was originally bid at $386,000. 
Walker was also elected as Chairman for the Law 
Enforcement Center Board of Trustees with Dis-
trict 3 Commissioner Lyle Miller being elected 
as Vice Chairman. Commissioners also said they 
would move their inspections of the jail from year-
ly to quarterly.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HYDRO FD / CALLS FOR SERVICE - The 
number of calls for service for the Hydro Fire De-
partment increased significantly in 2022.  Fire Chief 
Kirk Hartman said the department had 316 calls for 
service in 2022 compared to 235 calls in 2021.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLINTON CC / TRADEWINDS - During a special 
meeting yesterday, Clinton City Council approved a 
funding request of $550,000 from the Clinton Econom-
ic Development authority for the acquisition and demo- 
lition of the Tradewinds property. Spokesperson Russ 
Meacham says there will be additional costs for asbes-
tos abatement and demolition. He says the transaction is 
expected to close on Friday. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLINTON / BLUEPEAK - During a Clinton City 
Council meeting, the council under the consent 
agenda acknowledged a notice of rate adjustment 
by Bluepeak for commercial video service, starting 
in February.  In a letter to the city of Clinton, Blue-
peak said depending on your plan, adjustments 
will increase anywhere from $5-$8 per month.  
Bluepeak officials said the reason for the increased 
cost for tv service is that traditional cable channel, 
broadcast networks, and sports channels have con-
tinued to raise their rates roughly every year.  

WEATHERFORD CC / LIFT STATION - The 
Weatherford City Commission has approved a 
change order for the Weatherford business and 
technology north park lift station. Water Superin-
tendent Trent Perkins says the cost of the change 
order to the city is just over $46,000.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHERFORD CC / ENGINEERING - The 
Weatherford City Commission recently approved 
an agreement between the city and Myers Engi-
neering for engineering services on the Lyle and 
Lawter Road projects as required by the Oklaho-
ma Department of Transportation. The engineer-
ing services would be on an as-needed basis during 
construction.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CUSTER COUNTY / BEEF SEMINAR - A 
four-county beef seminar will be held in the month of 
January at the Custer County fairgrounds in Clinton.  
Custer County OSU Extension Agriculture/4-H Educa-
tor Larry Bryen says the event will be held January 18th 
starting at 9 a.m.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHERFORD / YMCA - The annual fund-
raising campaign for the Great Plains Family 
YMCA in Weatherford is right around the corner.  
Spokesperson Megan Cleveland says the fundrais-
ing campaign begins in February.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WRH/EMERGENCY ROOM PATIENTS - An 
increase of emergency room patients have occurred 
recently at Weatherford Regional Hospital.  Chief 
Executive officer Brian Denton said typically a 
busy day in the ER was treating some 30-plus pa-
tients in a day, now the number has been hovering 
in the 40's and 50's consistently.  Denton attributes 
the spike to the temporary closure of Clinton Re-
gional Hospital. Denton said Weatherford Region-
al Hospital is working to accommodate additional 
chemotherapy patients in connection with the tem-
porary closure of Clinton Regional Hospital. 

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for 
more information. Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. 
Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK Community Center “Bible Study,” Every Monday Night 
from 7:00-8:00 Hwy 58. Five  miles South of Hwy 152. For more Information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to 
the Public. Oklahoma Parkinson's Alliance, monthly support group meeting the second Thursday of each month, exclud-
ing December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford's Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. Patients, caregivers, family or friends are 
welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson's Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@oklahomapa.org. Iron sharpens Iron 
is a Christ centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes for January 11 - Codie Adcock, Sue Brandhorst, Skylar Cannon, Bobby Green, 
Marvin Hines, Paula Jeffers, Chuck Maddox, Robert Mayfield, Ona Mcconnell, Marie Jack, Olson Jack, 
Olson Charles Sewell, James Taylor, Logan Taylor, Daniel Torres; January 12 - Max Davis, Todd Earp, 
Alisha Edmondson, Evie Ellis, Julianna Gallegos, Keren Martinez, Raja Matthews, Jodi Mckinnon, Jacque Morlan, 
Blake O’Neale, Debbie Redinger, joe Sullivan, Kale Visnieski, Eric Willis; January 13 - Dale Durnell, Leah Gib-
son, Kenny Gipson, Judy Hartsell, Bill Hayes, Allen Helt, Rod Jones, Jamie Lovecchio, Diane Peoples, Memaw 
Radke, Janeene Sandlin, Darwin Scheffe, Billy Scott, Bryan Wood; January 14 - Grey Adkins, Billie Anderson, 
Chris Brotherton, Chuck Estes, Jim Loomis, Brittany McBroome, Michael Miller, Debra Norseworthy, 
Janie Penner, Gary Pigg, Nathan Villines; January 15 - Martha Barber, Kaye Black, Steven Buckner, 
Jason Daniel, Robert Deela, Ramona Duff, Rocky Hylton, Cherise Musselman, Shawn Smith, Cheryl Stephens; 
January 16 - Marybeth Cornell, Ester Demetreu, Linda Dimitris, Zoe Jackson, Joni Johson, Garrison Mendoza, 
Landon Smith, Anna Tags, Yolanda Vasquez, Alice Whitetail, Barbara Williams, Titan Yoder; 
January 17 - Jennifer Avey, Haddie Mae Haynes, Jodi Lambert, Patsy Moseley, Bryan Reed, Fredona Rose, 
Donna Schwartz, Stephenie Watson. 
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On December 5, 1848, 
President James Polk 
announced that gold, in 
great quantity, had been 
discovered in California. 
Samples of it were found 
to be of the highest quality. 

The ensuing gold rush 
witnessed many people 
going to California with 
picks, shovels and pans 
to process the gold. One 
thing was not brought 

with them—available hard currency. Gold dust 
was abundant. Coins were scarce. 

A “gold dust” economy became the norm and 
was difficult to measure it accurately for commerce. 
Saloons   employed men with large thumbs and 
fore-fingers to “pinch” gold dust from a poke for 
a drink. 

Private mints filled the need for making money 
by transforming raw gold into gold ingots. Some 
even minted gold coins that are now rare and very 
valuable. 

Are you ready to start a coin collection for 2023? 
Call The Coin Guy at 580-890-8076. We can meet 
at the Downtown Diner in Weatherford, OK. Coffee 
is on me. Thanks for reading. 

Trent Boesen

"The Coin Guy"
-

Gold Rush Ingots

 Megan Gold, Miss 
Oklahoma 2022, will 
perform at the Miss 

SWOSU Competition on Saturday, January 14, on the 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University campus in 
Weatherford. 

The competition is at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center. 
Tickets are on sale and available from any of the 
candidates as well as the SWOSU Public Relations/
Marketing Office in the Administration Building 205. 
Tickets are $10 for the public and $5 for individuals with 
an SWOSU I.D. card. All tickets at the door will be $15. 

Gold will also be spending extra time in western 
Oklahoma during the first part of the week, January 10-
12. She is scheduled to talk with several organizations 
and schools in the area about her efforts to end senior 
hunger. When her grandfather could no longer prepare 
nutritious food for himself, he was placed on the list 
for Mobile Meals. Through Mobile Meals he received 
a hot, nutritious meal each day along with a visit from 
a volunteer. Megan was touched by the kindness of the 
Mobile Meals volunteers, and she continues to advocate 
for ending food insecurity for older adults. She presents 

an engaging program to students and adults about the 
importance of giving back to the community, making 
healthy choices and the importance of staying alert when 
severe weather is in the forecast.  

Gold has worked as a television meteorologist in 
Texas, Missouri and Oklahoma. She can be seen on 
weekend mornings on News on Six in Tulsa. Gold’s 
early interest in the weather led her to the University 
of Oklahoma where, in addition to being involved in 
many campus activities and organizations, she earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Meteorology and a minor 
in Broadcast Journalism.  

Gold is a talented musician and has played the flute 
for many years. She used her performing skills to begin 
competing in the Miss Oklahoma’s Outstanding Teen 
Competition in 2013. During her four years competing 
as a teen she was named the rookie talent and overall 
activewear winner and a Top 5 finalist. She continued in 
the Miss Oklahoma Competition where she held local 
titles of Miss Bethany, Miss Tulsa and Miss Bricktown. 
As Miss Bricktown, she received preliminary awards 
for onstage question and social impact pitch, red carpet 
and talent and was named Miss Oklahoma 2022.

Debbie Brown
Miss SWOSU Organizer

Miss Oklahoma to Perform at SWOSU Pageant



38-Year Weatherford Business! 
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours! 
Positions Available: Service 
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry, 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

Cartwheel Coins - Silver coins 
for sale. I live in Weatherford. 
(580) 890-8076. thisoldcoin@
yahoo.com - Trent Boesen

CAN YOU HELP US? Looking 
to buy 1938 or 1939 Ford Pickup 
Driver’s side door. 405-590-5081.

07' Dodge Pickup - Flatbed. 
4WD Diesel. $10,000. Call only! 
580-393-1444

1982 Oldsmobile 98 - good body 
but needs repair. $1500 OBO. 
405-687-0693

A/C compressor for vehicle 
$150. Call or Text 580-330-3489

Yamaha 750 4-wheeler scrap 
parts. Best offer. 405-639-9667

2015 Dodge - Regular pickup 
bed. $1000. 405-639-9667

2014 Toyota Yaris- $5750. 580-
330-3489.

Set of 5 Tires - Plenty of Tread. 
$100. 235/65R18. Weatherford. 
(918) 415 - 4236.

20ft gooseneck stock trailer  
almost new tires. $3,500. 580-
309-1988

2001 Honda 600CC - good 
conidition, new battery, navy blue, 
16k miles, $2,000. 405-892-8301

2003 Toyota Rav 4 - New 
shocks, front-end, 02 sensors, 
windshield. Has back tire cover, 
good upolstery and back cargo 
cover. No check engine lights. 
220,000 miles. $3,500 obo. 580-
799-7834

2000 Chevy Venture Van - 
$2100 Comes with 3 brand new 
tires. 580-613-0108

2003 Chevy Trailblazer - great 
condition, good tires. $5,750. 
580-330-3489

33ft Mobile Rambler - 61k miles, 
new motor, $15,000 firm. 405-
639-9667

Delta Truck Box - Brand new, 
full size, white, one top opener. 
$800, OBO  Willys classic/
vintage military jeep hood. Willys 
is pressed into hood on both 
sides. roughly 30"x30". $250 
580-330-1437

2 Air Conditioner Window Units 
Both $100 each. 580-772-7997.

Lazyboy Swivel Recliner - Good 
condition. $175.  Call only! 580-
808-5093.

Adjustable Electric Fan - Both 
the head and feet can be ajusted. 
Full-Size. Call for details and 
pricing. 580-819-0484 

Coil roofing air nailgun - like 
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails. 
$250. 580-330-1437. 

CHAIRS! - Selling various chairs, 
including: handmade patio 
chairs with screws instead of 
nails, $70; Matching Swivel 
Chairs with metal backs and 
padded cushions, $35. All 
wood rocking chair for $65. 
Nice Padded Dining Chairs for 
$10. FREE Baby High Chair! 
Interested? Call 580-613-0108.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765

3 Handheld Vacuums - $25 
each. 580-613-0108

Exterior doors - several solid 
core wood and 1 metal door. $50 
each. Call 580-772-7997

Mirrors! Large, framed: $50; Full 
length:  $10. 580-613-0108

Tall Wood Table - 3ft x 3ft. Can 
be used for eating, board and 
card games--anything, really! 
$45. 580-613-0108.

Blue Loveseat Sofa - Twin 
Hide-a-Bed with Stearn & Foster 
Mattress. $125. 580-713-3136.

Entertainment Center - 58' x 52'. 
TV Slot is 28' x 33'. $175 + Free 
TV. Big Screen TV Holder for $30. 
580-302-1070.

Troybilt Garden Tiller - 7HP 
motor, like new. $600. 8N Ford 
tractor, good condition. $1,500.  
(580) 729-0001

Unique 7-Piece Dinette - 
Pioneer hutch buffet table and 
4 chairs. Made of Tiger Oak. 
Devilled glass and mirrors fruit 
motif. $2,000. 580-772-4297.

UWS Truck Toolbox - 60 in. Be 
mount. Like new. $500 firm (46% 
less than retail). 580-660-0732.

For Sale - Full Size Mattress, 
Box, and Frame. Good Condition. 
$150. 580-808-5093.

FOR SALE- Large entertainment 
center, with one door. $100. Gun 
cabinet, handmade, solid, huge, 
could be entertainment center, 
solid dark wood, 2 locking doors, 
3 drawers. $500. Massive faux 
white entertainment center or 
armoire, 2 huge doors, 3 large 
drawers. $275 OBO. 580-330-
1437.

3 Swiveling Barstools  - 
Maroon, upholstered seats. Sport 
armrests. $40 each. 580-713-
3136.  

For Sale - Weed Burner with 
Water Spray. Safety j. $100. 
(580) 890-9442

For Sale - Hoe, 1 gal. sprayer, 
2 & 6 ft ladders, post hole 
diggers, pull golf cart, kerosene 
camping stove, cooks, heaters, 
several gallon kerosene tanks, 
245/60R18 tire w/ spare, folding 
chairs, new wrenches, hand 
tools, 4-inch vise handmade work 
bench, 20-in. Briggs Stratton 
Lawn Mower. (405)246-8952.

18" Chainsaw - 2 new chain and 
case. (580) 819-1399

Weed Eaters - 10" Craftsman 
tablesaw. (580) 819-1399.

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the 
Friends For Life Animal Society. 
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs 
available. Browse our adoptable 
animals at our website www.
okfflas.org

Dog in need of loving home-
Lab/great Pyrenees mix, 1 1/2 
years old, very friendly. re-homing 
$50 fee. 580-819-0343 

4 Pomegranean Puppies - 
10-weeks old. 2 Black-and-White 
females, 1 Black Male, and 1 
Brown Male. (903) 808-0312. 

Border Collie Puppies - 4 males, 
1 female from ABCA registered 
Dam and Sire on premises. 
Very healthy and energetic pups 
are ready for a forever home 
now. Know about Border Collies 
before getting one. Clinton. 405-
334-7516 $350. Text for photo/
video/info.

Guard Dog for Sale - Gentle 
Giant that get aggressive when 
necessary. Trained. Good with 
animals. Protects the flock or the 
home. $900. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - Mini Australian shep-
herd, male. Toy Australian shep-
herd, female. 580-614-1241.

Jack Russell Puppies - $400 
has shots, wormed, tails doct, 
claws removed. No text, phone 
call only, please! 580-301-0253.

An All-Natural Pet Company 
designed to keep your FUR 
BABIES healthy inside and 
out. Made by Veterinarians in 
the USA with a 90 day 100% 
satisfaction guarantee. Having 
wide variety of products Food, 
Supplements, Toys to help all 
your FUR BABIES. Weatherford, 
OK. 580-623-3593.

Puppies for Sale - Golden 
Retriever/Border Collies. 2 male, 
2 female. 12 weeks old. They've 
had their first round of shots. Call 
580-613-0182.

Moving Sale! - Items for grabs 
include: 3-Cushion Denim 
Queen size Hide-a-Bed Couch; 
(2) 30x36 Oil Paintings; Drop 
Leaf Walnut Wood Coffee Table; 
Stackable White End Tables with 
Trays; Adjustable Full Size Bed; 
Hand-Painted Ceramic Lamp. 
Located at the Corn Heritage 
Center. 405-757-5773. 

Horseback Trail Rides - Horses 
provided. Hayrides, cookouts, 
riding lessons, lunch/dinner rides, 
and more! Like us on Facebook at 
"Old Caldwell Trail Stables." 2 mi. 
SE of Fay. Call (580) 309-0135 
or visit www.oldcaldwelltrail.com.  

For Sale - 14 inch x 1/8 inch tools 
segment rim, concrete blades 1 is 
new, 1 is used both are diamond 
products brand from Ohio good 
blades; both for $250 (580) 819-
2280 

FRESH PEANUTS - Raw, 
Roasted, In-shell, Peanut Brittle, 
www.gooberhouse.com. Located 
in Carnegie, 580-654-1175.

For Sale - Odds & Ends. Wood 
and sheet metal. $150. Call 405-
639-9667

For Sale - Odds & Ends. Wood 
and sheet metal. $150. 405-639-
9667.

Firewood - Seasonal hardwood. 
580-302-1935.

FREE Playground - Includes 
filler sand. Just south of WFD. 
Bring a truck or semi. You load. 
Has some grass and small rocks 
in it that can be raked out. 580-
330-1437. 

Seasoned Firewood - $75/
rick. Apricot and Pecan Grilling 
Wood. $60/half-rick. Thomas. 
580-661-1676.

Men's Leather Coats - Very nice. 
1 tan, 1 gray. Size 44; $45 for 
each. 580-772-2300.

BEEF! - Natural grass fed 
longhorn beef, 95% lean, no 
hormones, non-GMO. Can sell 
a few pounds or up to a whole 
beef, Located in Fay, OK. Call 
580-445-8223.

Return of the Jedi Vintage 
lunchbox - $80.00 OBO. (580)-
330-1437

Empire Strikes Back Vintage 
lunchbox - Comes with thermos. 
$85.00 OBO. Please text or call 
(580)-330-1437

For Sale - Authentic Sombrero 
from Mexico. $50. 580-613-0108.

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and 
HEAVY. $300. Call 580-330-1437

For Sale - Gas water heater, 
works great, $55. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - hunting cabin, pretty 
good shape. $400. 405-639-
9667.

Kid's Bicycle - Rides smoothly, 
works well. $40. 580-613-0108.

Used Water Heater - Good 
quality. $50. 580-613-0108.

For sale- Snap-on coat/jacket, 
black, super warm, w/ red 
stiching, hooded, quilted, 3XL. 
$100. 580-330-1437

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
classifieds@westokweekly.com

(580) 772-5939

HELP WANTED!

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.
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ANIMALS AND PETS

JJaannuuaarryy  22nndd  --  JJaannuuaarryy  1144tthh

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee
Kraft Salad Dressing All Varieties…........... 2 for $5.00 Red-Yellow-Orange Bell Peppers………………. 2 for $3.00
Special K Cereals……………………………………… $3.88 Red or Green Seedless Grapes………………….. $2.99 lb.
Food Club Instant Oatmeal 10 ct. pkg……………….. $1.68 U.S. #1 Sweet Potatoes………………………………. $0.99 lb.
Hostess Individual Snacks All Varieties…............. 3 for $5.00 Select Cucumbers……………………………….. 2 for $1.00
Kool Aid Jammers 10 pkg All Varieties……………………….. $2.88 Dole Salad Blends 10oz…………………………….. $3.49
Food Club Canned Beans 15.25 oz -15.5 oz……….. $0.78 Yellow or Zucchini Squash………………………… $1.29 lb.
Food Club Tomatoes or Tomato Sauce 28oz……….. $1.28 Baker Potatoes……………………………………. $0.79 lb.
Food Club Pancake Syrup 24oz……………………… $1.99 FFrroozzeennFood Club Sugar 4 lb. bag………………………………. $2.79
Food Club Brown or Powdered Sugar 2 lb Bag……… $1.88 Swanson Hungry Man Dinners All Varieties…….. $3.88
Kraft Miracle Whip Squeeze 19oz……………………….. $5.99 Bella Gardens Frozen Fruit Asst. Varieties………. 2 for $7.00
Food Club Oats Old Fashioned or Quick 42oz………… $3.99 Gorton's Popcorn Shrimp 14oz box………………. $7.99
Pillsbury Brownie Mixes All Varieties………………….. 2 for $3.00 Green Giant Steamer Vegetables 10oz Asst Varieties. $1.98
Food Club Graham or Chocolate Pie Shells…………….. $0.99 Cooked Perfect Italian Meat Balls 13oz…………….. $3.99
Blackburn Preserves 18oz All Varieties……………….. $2.99
Old Orchard Cranberry Juice Drinks 64oz…………… $2.89 MMeeaattCampbells Cream of Mushroom or Chicken Soup…… 4 for $5.00
Food club Beef or Chicken Broth 32oz………………. 2 for $3.00 New York Strip Steak……………………………….. $9.99 lb.

DDaaiirryy Boneless Rump Roast……………………………….. $5.89 lb.
Chicken Fry Steaks………………………………. $5.99 lb.

Food Club Orange Juice 64oz…...................................... 2 for $5.00 Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops…………… $2.99 lb.
Food Club Chocolate Milk Half Gallon………………….. $3.28 Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast………………. $2.99 lb.
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls…………………………….. 2 for $7.00 Circle S German Sausage 2 lb. pkg All Varieties……… $7.99
Food Club Butter 16oz……………………………………… 2 for $7.00 Pilgam's Pride Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast. $3.09 lb.
Yoplait Yogurt 4oz - 6oz……………………………………… 2 for $1.00    DDrryy  GGrroocceerryyFood Club Shredded Cheeses All Varieties 32oz…………… $7.38
Prarie Farms Cream Cheese………………………………. $1.49 Fiora Bath Tissue 12 roll pkg…………………….. $4.99

Simply Done Liquid Laundry Detergent 50oz…. $4.99
Simply Done Fabric Softener Sheets 80 ct……….. $2.49

Groceries, Meats, and More
405-663-2354

109 W. Main St.
Hydro, OK 73048

Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
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McCoy Named New Interim Head Football Coach 
Former All-American 

linebacker Ruzell McCoy 
has been slated to take the role of SWOSU's Interim 
Head Football Coach. 

This comes after the departure of 23rd Head Football 
Coach Josh Kirkland, having accepted an NCAA 
Division I opportunity at the University of North Texas. 

A native of Frederick, OK, McCoy holds a pair of 
degrees from SWOSU – a bachelor's degree in Parks & 
Recreation and master's degree in Sports Management. 
He resides in Weatherford with his wife, Sara, and their 
three children: Kynna, Trey and Zella.

McCoy brings over 10 years of coaching experience, 
six as a defensive coordinator, with stops at Highland 
Community College, Coffeyville Community College, 
McPherson College, and Ellsworth Community 
College before finally returning to his alma mater in 
2019.

"We are excited to announce Ruzell McCoy as the 
Interim Head Coach for SWOSU Football. Coach 

McCoy is a Bulldog through and through who has done 
an outstanding job as both an assistant and coordinator 
at SWOSU since 2019. We are confident he is ready 
and able to continue the momentum we have built in 
the football program."

McCoy was elevated to SWOSU's Defensive 
Coordinator in 2022 and has been on the coaching staff 
since 2019 after spending his first three years as the 
Defensive Line Coach. He is no stranger to Weatherford 
as a former All-American who played for the Bulldogs 
from 2005-08. His name appears in multiple categories 
of the program's defensive record book including 
ranking third in both career tackles and tackles for loss.

"First off, I'd like to thank Coach Helton, Dr. Lovell, 
and all of the administration for supporting me to lead 
this program," said McCoy. "SWOSU is a special 
place that my family and I hold dear to our hearts. I 
am prepared for the challenge ahead and am ready to 
get to work building a team based on trust, enthusiasm, 
accountability, and mindset."

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

SWOSU Men's Basketball 
erased an 11-point halftime 

deficit and had the game within a single possession in 
the closing minute, but fell just short with an 85-80 loss 
to Southern Arkansas on Saturday afternoon.

It was a tale of two halves for the Bulldogs who 
shot 27% from the field in the first half and 48% in the 
second. Trailing by 11 at the break and by 14 points with 
8:25 to play in the game, the Bulldogs dug in and never 
went away quietly. It took SWOSU just two and a half 

minutes out of the halftime locker room to get the score 
back even. They trailed 43-32 at the break and opened 
the second half on a 14-3 run – tying the game back up 
at 46-46 with 17:29 left to play.

SAU extended their lead back out and led 71-57 before 
the Dawgs again found a way to get back into the game.

Five defensive steals during the stretch of another 14-2 
run by SWOSU had the score 73-71 with just under four 
minutes to play. Nate Goodlow capped that run off with 
a steal and an and-one layup the other way and it felt like 

momentum was squarely in the hands of the home team.
The Muleriders weathered that storm though and 

calmed things down, halting the ferocious comeback 
which turned the game into an 'every possession matters' 
affair down the stretch.  

SWOSU trailed by just one point in the final minute of 
the game thanks to a set play that isolated Ben Smith in 
the paint for an easy layup, but could not make the needed 
play to flip the score in their favor after that. They fouled 
to extend the game but did not get the necessary offense 
to remain hopeful and ended up falling in a close contest.  

Smith led the Dawgs with 18 points on the afternoon 
and added four rebounds. Kamden Gipson had 16, 
followed by Mark Berry with 13 and Goodlow with 11.

Final shooting numbers had SAU at 46.8% compared 
to SWOSU's 38.3%. The Muleriders outrebounded 
SWOSU 45-33 but committed four more turnovers 
than the home side. The loss drops SWOSU back to 6-6 
on the season and 2-4 in GAC play. Southern Arkansas 
improves to 9-3 and 5-1 in league play. SWOSU hits 
the road to Arkadelphia next week for games against 
Ouachita and Henderson State on the typical Thursday 
and Saturday slate.

Dawgs Fall to SAU Despite Strong Second Half
Grant Kopycinski
SWOSU Sports Asst. 

For the first time this 
season,  the SWOSU 

Lady Bulldogs have a winning streak on their hands. 
They put up a season high 91 on Saturday afternoon 
to defeat Southern Arkansas, 91-81, thanks to a 
career high 32 points from Morgan Smith.

SWOSU moves to 3-8 overall and 3-3 in GAC 
play on the year. This is the second straight win for 
the Lady Dawgs. Their next contest will be during 
an Arkansas road trip. They will take on Ouachita 
Baptist in Arkadelphia next Thursday, before going 

across the street on Saturday to battle the Reddies 
of Henderson State.

Smith put up almost one point per minute today, 
shattering her previous career high of 20 points 
that she hit twice last season. She went 13-21 from 
the field and 4-8 from behind the three-point line. 
This is the largest point total put up by a SWOSU 
women's basketball player this season.

Things played fairly evenly through the first two 
quarters. It was deadlocked at 17-17 after the first 
quarter and SAU held a three-point lead heading 

into the break. Five ties and three lead changes 
highlighted a competitive first half.

The third quarter turned the tide toward the Lady 
Bulldogs. They shot a blistering 61% from the 
field and 40% from three in this quarter. With SAU 
dealing with some foul trouble at the top of their 
rotation, the Lady Dawgs turned up the pressure 
and put together a run sparked by forcing turnovers 
and getting transition baskets off of those turnovers. 
They outscored SAU 30-20 and took a 66-59 lead 
going into the fourth quarter.

SAU attempted to comeback, but SWOSU looked 
composed down the stretch. They took smart shots, 
didn't commit dumb fouls in the late stages of 
the game, and got necessary stops. SWOSU also 
outscored SAU 25-22 in the fourth to secure the 
second straight victory.  

Smith had the team high 32 points, as aforementioned. 
Averi Zinn put in 17 points, four rebounds, and three 
steals. Layni Zinn totaled 15 points and four rebounds 
as well. Shamica Smith led the team in rebounding 
with nine boards and added 14 points. Macy Gore 
continues to be an all-around player as she had six 
points, six rebounds, seven assists, and four steals.

Smith’s Career Day Pushes SWOSU to a Win
Grant Kopycinski
SWOSU Sports Asst. 
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Russell-Murray Hospice’s (RMH) first annual Caring For Generations Gala 
is coming up on January 21st. The gala will be held at The Palace Event Center 
in El Reno, Oklahoma, with a cocktail hour at 6pm to start the evening; dinner 
and a live auction will begin at 7pm.

The gala is a wonderful opportunity for RMH to raise additional proceeds 
to ensure that they can continue to serve anyone with a life-limiting condition 
and to aid in their mission to “enrich the lives of individuals and families”. 

Established in 1988, RMH has been caring for Oklahoma families within 
a 75-mile radius of El Reno, OK as the “only open-access, non-profit 501(c)
(3) hospice serving  central and western Oklahoma”. Their style of hospice 
integration allows for their caregivers and therapies to enhance the lives of 
their patients and families with personalized services while allowing those 
patients to sustain autonomy on their terms.

Anyone can refer themselves or a loved one to hospice. RMH has clinical 
professionals ready to assist with eligibility, treatment, and physician 
communication. Just reach out by contacting any of their 4 office locations: 
El Reno, Kingfisher, Weatherford, and Oklahoma City, and they’ll be ready 
to take the journey with you.

Tickets to the Caring For Generations gala are available now from their 
Facebook page or by following the link at the bottom of the flyer.     

Russell-Murray Hospice's 
Caring For Generations Gala 
Event Coming to El Reno

12 SWOSU Students 18-24 Competing for Title of Miss SWOSU

Provided 
Kaysa Carpenter 
Cordell, OK
Junior (Elementary Education)
Talent: Vocal

Provided 
Mackynsie Mckedy
McLoud, OK
Freshman (Music Therapy)
Talent: Fiddle/Vocal

Provided 
Jarika Estes
Walters, OK
Junior (Exercise Sciences)
Talent: Vocal 

Provided 
Chloe Mellott
Lawton, OK
Senior (Biology)
Talent: Contemporary Dance

Provided 
Angela Nichols
Altus, OK
Junior (Communication Arts)
Talent: Jazz Vocal 

Provided 
Emry Swinney
Oklahoma City, OK
Junior (Nursing)
Talent: Monologue

Provided 
Chloe Wiliams
Altus, OK
Junior (Nursing)
Talent: Vocal

Provided 
Mercy Stevens
Gracemont, OK
Freshman (Accounting)
Talent: Vocal/Guitar

Provided 
Megan Bradley
Leedey, OK
Freshman (Communication Arts)
Talent: Vocal

Provided 
Carrington Kohout
Thomas, OK
Freshman (Accounting)
Talent: Monologue

Provided 
Gabrielle Miles
Hobart, OK
Freshman (Allied Health)
Talent: Vocal

Provided 
Marquisha Thomas
Tulsa, OK
Senior (Music Education)
Talent: Violin
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Jalen Johnson (men’s 
basketball) and Morgan 

Smith (women’s basketball) are 2023’s first Bulldogs 
of the Week. The award is brought to you by Wright 
Wradio, the official partner of SWOSU Athletics for 
both livestream and radio.

Johnson (Oklahoma City, OK) had one of his best 
performances of his career this past week. He scored 
16 points (6-9, 1-2 from 3) in 17 minutes off the 
bench to help the Bulldogs secure a victory against 
Arkansas-Monticello. A spark plug off the bench, 
Jalen has now scored double digits in four of the 
ten games he has played. 

Smith (Plano, TX) put in a career high day against 
Southern Arkansas. She put up a career high 32 
points on 13-21 shooting which led the Lady Dawgs 
to a second straight win on Saturday afternoon. Her 
weekly totals came out to 47 points, eight rebounds, 
four assists, and five steals. These totals gave the 
Lady Bulldogs their first winning streak of the 
season. 

Johnson and Smith Earn First Bulldogs of the Week for 2023
Grant Kopycinski
SWOSU Sports Assistant

With NASA’s Artemis I's returned to Earth, 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University has been 
given the greenlight to reveal that a recent alumni 
was involved in the historic project.

Colton Parkinson graduated in May of 2022 with 
a Bachelor’s of Science degree from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University's accredited Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology program, with his Certified 
Manufacturing Technologist certification. 

During his time at SWOSU, Colton was involved 
with Physics Club/Rocketry, but he was primarily 
involved as an officer in the Society of Manufacturing 
Engineers. He was also involved with the Rover 
Dawgs, SWOSU’s team that builds moon rovers and 
competes nationally. 

“I was really drawn to SWOSU because of their 
accredited Engineering Technology program,” said 

Parkinson. “I was maxed out in my career field and 
the program really excited me with its versatility and 
hands-on approach to engineering. SWOSU really is 
a gem and specifically their engineering department. 
The university is large enough to have some major 
pull with industry, but also, I feel I received a top-
notch education due to its comfortable class sizes.” 

While completing his degree, Colton had multiple 
internship opportunities including three to NASA - 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration at 
the Kennedy Space Center. Upon graduation, Colton 
was offered jobs with NASA, Boeing, and Northrop 
Grumman. In the end, he decided to stay local and 
is currently the Facility Engineer and Collections 
Manager for the Stafford Air & Space Museum. 
This allowed him to give back to the community and 
maintain his family cattle operation on the side, while 

still working with NASA and aerospace hardware. 
“SWOSU’s Engineering Technology degree has 

prepared me fully to step into the multi-roll I play 
at the museum. It also set me up for success in the 
aerospace field which is why NASA sought me for 
employment.” 

Although Colton chose to stay local, he has been 
fortunate enough to participate in many of NASA’s 
projects during his time at the Prototype Development 
Laboratory. Some of these projects even had a direct 
impact on the Artemis I mission! 

After receiving news of Parkinson's achievement, 
SWOSU's Press Archive commemorated his 
achievements with this short quote: "Outstanding 
work, Colton! We couldn’t be prouder of the work 
you’ve done, the impact you’ve had, and the way you 
represent SWOSU!"

Recent Oklahoma Graduate Assists With NASA Mission


